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| Vancouver Island sits second only
the ‘Lower Mainland for regions

...8;-._—_-..

g)xpected to benefit from the 2010 -
I

ympic - Games, - and  Mount
-Washington is leading the province in
planning for the games, according to
members of the Comox Valley
. G)lymp;c Committee,
f ‘The commitiee met with the
gional district’s Comox Valley direc-
tors last week to present local oppnr—
ities and advantages '
“Vancouver Island is judged to be
gecond only 16 the Lower Mainland in

terms of tourism. benefits,” said .

(plymplc comlmttee member Marty
Douglas. :

In addition to the tourism beneﬁts,

the $40 million in facilities con-
iruction money that's slated to ‘be
pent- in non-host communities
round the province, And with Mount

ashmgton gunning to become a

ajor centre: for nordic ski training,
the Comox Vailey could see some of
that funding.
{ “Mount Washington is way out
ahead of the province, they're really
leadmg the charge,” said Darryl
Pippin, who heads of business oppor-
tunities and investment attraction for
the local committee. .

I “We've been working .behind the
#cenes to build up Mount Washington

“as a. centre for-exc:ellenc _
sport, said Lee Apedaile, of

the Strathcona nordic :ski
- club. The mountain hosts -
dry land training for ‘the -
" national . - cross - ecuntry
team, which began this -

month, and ‘is developmg
nordic combined (ski jump
and cross country) and
biathlon training facilities

“with the vision of estab-

lishing a- training. centre

* - that could be nationally and

even mternanonally recog-

- nized.”

One hurdlmg block for
local facilities is the applica-

- tion process. In the Comox

Valley, most sports and
aquatic centres are operated

by the regional district. -
‘However, under the current

application ‘process, only

municipalities are- able to
apply for funding from the

province. Pouglas said he
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~ would be “negotiated oﬁt of -
- the way.”

Throughout the pmmnce,
the demand for workers in
the province te constrict

the games is expected to

overwhelin the labour poal.
Even if the province grad-

. uated -every- student in
_Kindergarten through to

Grade 12, the province
would still be short some
300,000 workers, Douglas
said. The construction is
expected to create one mil-
lion jobs, he said.

Local businesses can ben-

. efit as well, he said..

“In the imagination of

‘local entrepreneurs there

are opportumtles,” Douglas
said.

“We're optlmlsnc the
Comox Valley is going to be
the best non- -games s;te in
the province.”




