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emier vsits Mount Wash
ram up support for O

| :-:Wor_lﬂ class: Premier says Tocal ski il could be a )
perfect training ground for Olympie athletes £BC. -
wins 2010 bid S

~ Beth Scott -
NewsGroup Staff

~ Premier ‘Gordon* Campbell made Mt. Washington

Alpine Resort his fifth stop in an offort to promote the

- 2010 Olympic bid for B.C. - I
1n a presentation to Valley community representatives

Campbell said the mountain would be ideal for Olympic -

competitors to train prior to the great event.
- "[t's about giving our children something teally exeep-
" tional," he'said. . S .

- Campbell touched on a number of benefits of the
Games, prior to the meeting, telling the Record that get-
ting the Comox Valley Airport referendum to pass suc-
cessfully is not part of Campbell's campaign, but be said
ari expanded Comox Valley Airport would be a great asset.
in making it easier for athletes to get here. '

"Airports are an integral patt of modern day infrastruc-
ture," he said. "They have a.major cconomic impact.”

Campbell said everyone from law enforcement person- -

nel to retailers and service staff foel better when the
-Olympics arrive in a community.

- "The way people feel about working togétﬁcr is

improvc_d when the OlYﬁlpiCS are here," he said. . -
Money isn't a problem for the bid, hie said as the bid is

' the largest public/private partnership ever, drawing funds

from the federal government as well” - .
 "This"investment makes scnse,’ Campbell- said.
"There will be a four-to-one return to help i_n healthr care

~ and education, and 200,000 new jobs."

For communities outside of Vancou\fér ar_ld Whistler,
such as the Comox Valley, Campbell said the 2010

" Olympics is 2 good opportunity to cxpand on facifities.

‘Meanwhile, with provincial clections in two years, the
possibility of being named: on = recall list don't ‘worry
Campbell at all. . S :

_ "T'he recall campaign is really about trying to fight the
last-election, (it’s nothing to do with) the Olympics," he
sad. - S S e '
" Campbéll said the idea of Canadian arhletes being able .

" to sing the Canadian’ National Anthem in front of the

world would be great. _ : :
" Mt, Washington PR Co-ordinator Dave Hampshire
said Nordic tearms would amive in B.G. many weeks
before their scheduled event which would give them and
their myriad of support personnel ample Qpportunity .to
become acclimatized to. the altitude as well as typical
snow quality. : R .

"The advantage that Mt. Washington possesses isit's a
world-class facility" he said. "Raven Lodge combined with
the resort's altitude and snow quality mirror what is typi-
cally found at the proposed Nordic venue at Whistler-
Blackcomb." ' : _

‘He said the mountain is currently pursuing interna-
tional nordic team training, including the biathlon, which
takes place ahead of the actual Olympic Games. -
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takes place ahead of the actual Olympic Games.

| Prelmer 5 proposal Gordon Campbell visited M. Washingfon . : )
Tuesday to raise support for Vancowver's 2010 Olympic bid. He
guggested the ski hill might have a role toplay in the Games.




