ib wete lowered
ppelling gear.
sto the rap-
and Teichrib
hilcer to the -
soue selua- EI Aglng base
facilities gettlng

major upgrades

By Marshall Jones
Echo Staff R .
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- will require $50 to $80 million'in
years, addinga much‘needed cash
‘Conjox Valley Economic: '

Development Somety was- told
'recenﬂy : .

improvements in the riext five to ten. -

injection to the local: economy, the B

Lt. Col. Terry Leversedge said
May 5 those figures do not include
the millions of dollars already spent
on the Search and Rescue training -
school, the $6.5 million central
tower, the ‘$13.5 million recreation
and community cenfre-and comple-
tion of a wash hangar.,

The work is needed to fepair facxh—

"

" ties built when the base first opened
Agtng 19 Wlng Comox fac:httes _

between 1943 and 1952.

-But these much-needed improve-
ments come at a time when the mili-
tary and 19 Wing Corox are feeling
the brunt of huge budget ¢uts, Times
have changed in Canada’s military

" andto cope, the air force base has

been forced to: act more- like abu51-

teaching SunSense:

- minutes in the sun,”
The rest of the time,

 Valley, 'sa};rs the Health Unit is

Here comes
the sun ...

Qa Valley S health unit getsf
WOI‘d out on the dangers

“It's tough thongh, because
the sun i5:50 pleasafit, especidily
after the winter of rain we get .

- here;” says Chambers. “We t_eil

- people a little sun is good but to
get the-vitamin D our bodies. - .
need we only need about' 10

Chambers says Valley re31dents ,
__have to guard themselves against

ness.
“There have been more changes in

the last three years than there has
been in the 20 years previous to
that,” Leversedge said.

It how has a five-year busmess

~ plan and is looking for partnership

and co-operation with the surround-
ing community,

Part of that new relationship is
making it known- the base is not a
cash-cow, ready to be milked at will
by httgatlon by those who might
remember fatter times.

“We remain a large target,” he
said. “People don't realize that we
have concerns, problems and chal-

. lenges ahead like everyone else.”

To better make people aware of
those concerns, we can expect to

" hear more presentations like

Leversedge’s on the base’s economic

role in the community.

19 Wing Comox has a payroll of
about $60 million which translates
into 1,700 years worth of employ-
ment, he said.

That-is almost ten: per cent of the

. Comox Valley’s working population

and the figures do not include the

- hundreds of retired ‘military person-
.. nel or the costs of their pensions.

Leversedpe said the base should
also be considered a factor in the

. tourism industry here.

(Cont on page 2)

slop on the sunscreen.
Chambers said its impor-
tant to stay out of the sun
between the peak hours,
between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.
If that's niot possible take
.precautions, wear long-
J! sleeved shirts, long pants,
¥ sunglasses and a wide-
" ‘brimmed hat - basebail caps
dor’t protect the ears or
‘neck.
Sun screens help if they
b




_-ocean survival rem
problems for Tsolu

‘Landowners of
wishing to learn m
Tsolum River wat¢
to join the efforts
restore its endange
stocks, may call th
Task Force office ¢

: £ €l ered half of the Jower watershe
B.C. comes as no sur- The Task Force says 2 big ‘thank-
i you' to the concerned landowners
who provided assistance to the map-
ping project.” '
The rural residential and agricul-
tural areas of the watershed are
where the most important and
endangered habitat areas for coho

and steelhead salmon are located.

Gl Iy
gered river in
prise to many landowners living in
the watershed. :

Recently landowners and stream-
keepers have been working with an
ex-fishers crew to map Tsolum tribu-
taries as part of 2 community effort
to restore and protect the river sys-

- tem. :

. tary planes, there is also ‘alotof

~ lion is spent training 1,200’ Royal

(Cont. from page.1) *.= “
Not only does'the b ¢ bring peo-:
ple to its museum and to see-the mili-

word-of-mouth advertising amongst
the military about the virtues of the
Comox Valley.
. Cadets also add a lot to the econo-
my here, he said, Every year, $2 mil-
Canadian Air Cadets and other spe-
cial operations at HMCS'Quadra.
Base representat_ives- sit on many
focal societies and provide help for
local charities. The base is also avail-
able to help through pattnership with

T Alna mrganizatiONSs.

The mapping Crew, jointly spon- ~ “Not only did . -
sored by the Tsolum River Task landowners ' - -
Force and Community Fisheries  offer support. -, * ) BC FER|
Development Centre, has ‘dentified  and provide - - ) )

. several coho and steethead streams easy access 10 g B
that have been missing on maps that . most properties . o SCHEn“lE
government agencies are using for for surveying,” - . ——
piaTgéling and management. says tecgnlilcian BB AN - VANCOUVER (TSt
: e new mapping information and ex-fisher . oy .
il be included in the ‘Semsitive  Sord Lv,Duka Polnt, s pm Ly. Teawyies
: Habitats Atlas’ that the Regional ~ Bainbridge, * — *7:45 am- - - 5:45 pm 74
t  District and othef 'government agen-- - they ‘were eager 10:15.am - 8115 pm 10:1!
?  cies use to enable betterprotection to offer lots of 12:45 pm  10:45 pm 124
g{' streams. The information will information o *Daly excapt Sunday Aprl 14 - J
: so be used by the Tsolum River about historical | - ..
i Task Force to plan stream restora- land uses and NANAM ‘"\NCG““E“ (HOI'

! tion work where landowners grant salmon stocks.” Lv. Horseshoe Bay ~ L. Depar
perm_ission.._'.: Lo Seasonal cop- | e30am - 3:00 pm. 6:30
i “Most streanss downstream of the ~per contamina- | = - 13;33 am _5,% pm 13’-_3%
:  Dove Creek confluence aré n0W tion of tiver - 12:30 g:: © g:00 gm 12:30

! accurately on the map’” says Don water from the |+ o o ’

{ Chamberlain, mapping crew super- _ abandoned VANCGUVER ISLAND -

F PRV PEETRERY. T o[ Small adsgel 1| : Year-Round Schedule
CFB Comoxstrong | B-i-6 || o
R AR i .1 results! Place _|.. 730am 35T o
\lallev suppore R i
. ) : > ‘ad today! " +| - Sailing times subjact 10 change, Call: Greater Vic
o ~ Elsewhare in B.C. 1-886-BC FERRY * Quitside of

| 334-4215




