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Comox Valley Society
ushers in “ag”gressive
marketing campaign
by PETER VAN DONGEN

COMOX VALLEY – What
started out as a local agricultural
plan has sparked a multi-faceted
economic development strategy
to promote more agri-food activ-
ity in the Comox Valley.

John Watson is the executive
director of the Comox Valley
Economic Development Society
(CVEDS), a non-profit organiza-
tion funded by the commun-
ities of Courtenay, Comox,
Cumberland and the Regional
District of Comox-Strathcona.
He says the decision to build the
region’s economic strategy
around agri-food came down to
identifying their competitive
advantage.

Abundance of land for ag

In 2001 and 2002, the
Regional District took the lead in
developing an official agricul-
tural plan for the valley. As part
of the planning process, an agri-
cultural land use inventory con-
firmed what many people sus-
pected: the Comox Valley has an
abundance of underutilized
agricultural land. In fact, only a
third of the region’s 99,000 acres
of agriculturally viable land is in
active production.

“For so long, people were
saying that we have all the land

and nobody is using it, and
nobody was listening to that,”
Watson told Country Life in B.C.
“So we decided to listen.” 

Ag as development priority

Information from the agricul-
tural plan then fed into an exten-
sive strategic planning process
conducted by CVEDS. By
August 2005, the agri-food sec-
tor had been unanimously
selected as the region’s number
one economic development pri-
ority. 

“What we’ve done is we’ve
established a five-year plan to
expand the agriculture sector
and the economic impact of the
sector here in the Comox
Valley,” says Watson. 

The concept involves a two-
pronged approach: first, increase
agricultural production in the
region by promoting the avail-
ability of land and the region’s
favourable growing conditions.
And second, attract higher value
agri-food processing activities
such as slaughterhouses, berry
processing facilities and winer-
ies. 

“At this stage in the game,
we’re trying to build an image
around the Comox Valley as a
destination for agriculture,”
Watson notes. “And we’re trying
to build that image both locally
here in British Columbia, but
also in our Western Canadian
markets.”

Marketing campaign

To that end, Comox Valley
has embarked on an aggressive
and multi-faceted marketing
campaign to promote its agri-
food potential.

Initial elements included the
development of a promotional
agri-food brochure and website
[www.agrifoodcomoxvalley.com
].

In addition, Watson and other
members of CVEDS and the
local agri-food sector have
attended major farm shows in
Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba. The goal: to entice
farming families to relocate from
those regions to the Comox
Valley. So far, the results have
been encouraging.

“There’s an awful lot of inter-
est from producers,” Watson
reports. “The discussion always
rotates around land prices, oper-
ation costs, growing season, cli-
mate, soil conditions, and the
difference in farming between
the two regions.”

Reaching even further
abroad, Comox Valley partnered
with several other B.C. commu-
nities, including Chilliwack,
Mission, the Cowichan Valley,
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•  Faster hay drying
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SASKATCHEWAN
DAIRIES & POULTRY FARMS

Consider Saskatchewan ... where the sky never ends, coffee is
always on, and the opportunity is wide open

• HAGUE: 240 acres, 29,225 kg quota, new free-stall barn, double four auto tandem par-
lour, Quonset, approx 75 milking cows with 75 replacement heifers. 1700 sq ft home.
$3,700,000

• OSLER: (15 min. N of Saskatoon) 56,000 kg. 3-yr-old modern barn w/12-cow parallel
parlour expandable to 20, attached 45-calf barn and new heifer/dry cow barn, heated
shop, 1600-sq-ft home, tractors, skid steer, TMR mixer, bale processor, wheel loader and
160 acres. $6,650,000

• OSLER / HAGUE: (20 min. N)  38,000 kg. 160 acres (more available), 2 houses, approx.
235 Holsteins, heated shop, well-kept yard. $4,060,000

• ROSTHERN: (40 min. N)  10,654 kg. New Cover-all shelter barn, log home (1990),
4 double parlour, TMR mixer, 60 holsteins. $1,150,000.

• NEW LISTING, GRENFELL: 70 minutes east of Regina. 11,269 kg. of quota, 54 cows and
heifers, 10 quarters of land in a block, 2 houses, 60 x 140 tie-stall barn with 40 x 60 straw-
packed barn attached, other out buildings and grain storage. $1.850 m.

• NEW LISTING, LANGHAM: 35 min. NW of Saskatoon. 36,000 kg. of quota, 100 cows,
160 acres, new calf barn, 2 houses. $3.6 m.

• POULTRY: 32,500 broiler quota w/ 280 acres; 60 x 420 ft. barn with all the extras, using
river water, 2,000 sq. ft. home. Closest poultry farm 20 miles away. Alvena
(1 hour from Saskatoon)

• NEW LISTING, DELISLE: 40 min. west of Saskatoon. 42,000 broiler quota, 60 x 300 x
9 (2001) barn, 40 x 350 x 8 (1980) barn, coal-fired central heat for the barns, shop, and
house. 40 x 50 x 14 shop, 5 bedroom split level with 3 full bathrooms and heated garage,
80 acres. $2.95 m.

BRIAN ROTH • 306.232.4725 • cell 306.232.7784
WES LEHMANN • 306.232.4951 • cell 306.232.7725

ROSTHERN AGENCIES • 306.232.5525 • www.rosthernagencies.com
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Lara Greasley of CVEDS and Jill Hatfield,
Regional Agrologist with BCMAL, attend-
ed FarmFair International in Edmonton as
part of ongoing efforts to attract more
agri-food investment to the Comox Valley.




