
HIGHLIGHTS

2009 Field Research Summary – Sample Sizes
• There are 508 identified Farmers’ Markets across ten 

provinces
• The 2009 Field Research profile:

• 70 Farmers’ Markets were visited (14% sample)
• 3174 shoppers were interviewed on-site
• 1308 non users were surveyed online
• 487 vendors were interviewed on-site
• 282 market managers were interviewed by telephone 

and web



The combined national economic 
impact of Farmers’ Markets in Canada 
is estimated in a range between:
$1.5 billion and $ 3.02 billion 

Total Farmers’ Market direct sales across   Canada 
in 2009 are estimated to be approximately  $1.01 
billion 

Economic Impact in Canada 2009



Shopping Patterns 

• 60 % state that fresh produce is their number one reason 
for visiting 

• 92% of shoppers state that buying directly 
from a local farmer is either extremely or 
somewhat important
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How much have you spent or do you plan to spend at this Farmers' 
Market today?

$32.06

$23.68

$30.56

$42.99

National Average n= 3174 Small n= 1155 Medium n= 1000 Large n= 1019
Source:  Customer Survey

How much did you spend, or do you intend to spend at this 
Farmers' Market today?
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Average = $32.06

• Customers spent/intend to spend an average of $32.06.  Small and medium market 
customers spend less and large market customers spend more than average

In-Market 
Spending
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Additional Spending in Region 

Source:  Customer Survey

How much additional shopping or eating are you planning on doing while 
in this area of town today?

$18.44
$14.14

$18.34 $19.80

National Average n= 3174 Small n= 1155 Medium n= 1000 Large n= 1019

Average = $18.44

How much additional shopping or eating are you planning on 
doing while in this area of town today?
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• Most customers plan to spend additional money shopping or eating after their visit to the Farmers’ Market



In the beginning, 4 years ago, I cooler of 
meat in a box



8 freezers and 10 animals 
processed per month

4 years later





Both Calgary and 
Saskatoon have year 
round buildings and 
markets



…this is the future



Courtenay ?


