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The Province

PRINT AND ONLINE COVERAGE:

The Province
August 7, 2009 414,000

Estimated Reach

Print — Regional

Teams train on Island

BY DAMIAN INWOOD

STAFF REPORTER

AVancouver Island ski resort will see
an avalanche of Olympic-medal hope-
fuls training on its slopes in the
buildup to Vancouver 2010.

More than 275 athletes and coaches
from nine countries will use Mt. Wash-
ington in January and February to
warm up for the slopes at Whistler and
Cypress.

“The excitement is really building,
with all the teams that are coming here
to train,” Susan Kelsey, head of the
Comox Valley Spirit of B.C. Commu-
nity Committee, said yesterday.

Altogether, 22 teams from Canada,
the U.S, Australia, Finland, France,
Germany, Russia, Sweden and Switzer-
land will train at Mt. Washington.

They'll compete in snowboarding,
ski cross, snowboard cross, biathlon,
cross country, freestyle skiing and
Nordic combined events.

Mt. Washington was originally cho-
sen because it's similar to the
Callaghan Valley, where the cross-
couniry and biathlon events will take
place, said the resort’s director of busi-
ness development, Don Sharpe.

“We were most surprised by the snow-
board guys coming,” Sharpe added.
“The head of the Canadian team, Mark
Fawcett, said we have the perfect ter-
rain and it snowballed from there.”

Sharpe stressed that training will take
place mainly on terrain that isn't nor-
mally used by recreational skiers, and
the mountain will be open for business.

dinwood@theprovince.com
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Campbell River Mirror
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Print - Regional

Island Mountain Sports Centre advocates roll up the ir sleeves
Campbell River Mirror

Tue Aug 11 2009

Page: 0A28

Section: Community

Byline: Colleen Dane

While it's been advocating for it for years, the announcement of funding for a Vancouver Island Mountain Sports Centre marks the
beginning of the real labour for the society building it.

"l was thankful but at the same time, | was thinking - what do we have to do now?" said Rick Morson, chair of the Vancouver Island
Mountain Sports Society, about hearing the news that a federal grant would have them reach their funding goal.

Dignitaries gathered Thursday at Raven Lodge on Mount Washington to hear Vancouver Island North MP John Duncan
announce $795,000 in funding for the sports centre project - enough to allow it to go ahead with construction.

"It's regionally very important - and on a personal level, this is totally satisfying," said Duncan before getting into the details of the
funding.

The money comes from the Community Adjustment Fund, one of the federal government's economic action plan initiatives
intended to mitigate the impacts of the recession. It's the first major announcement from that money in the local area.

"Today's announcement is about addressing our current challenges and building a strong future," said Duncan.

Barry Janyk, chair of the Island Coast Economic Trust that has committed $555,000 in provincial funds to the sports centre project,
agreed that it was an important initiative.

"We're really pumped about this project,” he said.

The Vancouver Island Mountain Sports Society originally began in 2003 to help local athletes with competition costs leading to the
2010 games.

VIMSS became involved as well in the development of a mountain sports facility, and is leading the project that will include
affordable overnight accommodation for groups of up to 40 people with a group kitchen, classrooms and fitness facilities. It is
expected to attract user groups from the recreation, sport and education sectors.

The total cost of the project is estimated at $2,222,500 - and with the money now all in place, Morson said they will go to the
design phase. That will include some more consultation with stakeholder groups.

"l expect that we could have shovels in the ground later this fall," said Morson, adding that November 2010 is the expected
completion date, unfortunately, not in time for the 2010 Olympics and the visiting international teams who will train on Mount
Washington around that time.

The Vancouver Island Mountain Sports Centre will be built on land donated by Mount Washington Alpine Resort, across the
parking lot from Raven Lodge.

Copyright 2009 Campbell River Mirror
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Mountain sports centre now a go
Comox Valley Echo

Tue Aug 11 2009

Page: A3

Section: News

Byline: Michael Briones

Source: Comox Valley Echo

The Vancouver Island Mountain Centre on Mount Washington could not be built this year. But it will definitely happen next year.

The federal government virtually gave the $2.2 million project the green light by endorsing it with a $795,000 Community
Adjustment Fund presented last Thursday at Mount Washington . MP for Vancouver Island North John Duncan delivered the
good news on behalf of the Harper government.

The funding was the boost the Vancouver Island Mount Sports Society has been hoping for to finally push the project to
construction mode. The society had already secured funding from the Island Coastal Economic Trust ($555,500), Coast
Sustainability Trust (250,000) and a $250,000 land donation from the Mount Washington Alpine Resort.

Rick Morson, chairman of the Vancouver Island Mount Sports Society, the non-profit group that has been spearheading the
project, said the latest funding places the society in a comfortable position financially to proceed. They are now aiming to start
construction in spring next year and have it completed by winter.

The project, which was initiated in 2003, has been delayed by the ongoing recession. The society was hoping to have the centre
built before the 2010 Olympics. As well, the poor economy has instilled some uncertainties as federal and provincial governments
have been curbing expenditures to address huge financial deficits in their respective budgets. Morson was quite relieved to see the
federal government come through with the funding.

"I'm an optimist and I'm the kind of person who believes in everything is possible," said Morson. "When we worked at it and we
worked at it, things came in place. Now we're going to the next stage - we're building a building." Despite the delay and the drastic
change in the economy, Morson said, the cost of building the centre has not been affected.

"We are still on budget," said Morson. "A lot of the cost estimates we did for this project were done 16 months ago at the height of
the boom with the highest cost possible. Since then we've seen costs back down. When the project was initially costed out, we
built in contingency plans as well. | am very confident we will be on budget and build it with the money we've raised."

The sport facility will be built in the high alpine near the Raven Lodge. It will provide an accessible training centre to be used by
sports groups, residents and visitors. It will feature classrooms, dormitory style accommodations for up to 40 people, training
rooms, fitness equipment, and video rooms. It will also provide a place for camps, retreats, outdoor education trips and courses.

"Most importantly, it's going to serve the community of Vancouver Island," said Morson.
The society will next be focusing on the design of the centre.

"We've engaged an architect and will be designing the building," said Morson. "There will be more public consultations with the
user groups to make sure that the design is exactly what they want. And from there we will be breaking ground and go to
construction phase."

Susan Kelsey, a former Olympic swimmer and chair of the local Spirit of BC committee, said the centre would be an asset to
Vancouver Island. "It's very exciting not only for me as an athlete but also as a resident of the Valley," said Kelsey. "It will be a
legacy for many, many years to come."

Duncan, who also announced the provision of Recreation Infrastructure Canada fund of $31,375 to the Strathcona Wilderness
Institute Society which is building a visitor centre near Raven Lodge, said the federal funding for the two projects helps strengthen
economic opportunities in the Comox Valley area.

"It is providing timely, targeted stimulus to western Canadian communities, helping reduce the impacts of he global recession,"
said Duncan. "These projects will help maintain local employment, create jobs, and build a stronger foundation for the future. An
independent economic analysis of the project indicates that there will be 25 to 30 permanent jobs created per year locally. The
economic output has been estimated at $7 million the first year during construction with an ongoing impact of about $150,000 per
year for the three levels of government. mbriones@comoxvalleyecho.com
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Federal funding lavished on Mountain Washington pro jects
Comox Valley Record

Thu Aug 6 2009

Page: 1

Section: News

The Vancouver Island Mountain Sports Society (VIMSS) will receive $795,000 to create the Vancouver Island Mountain Sports
Centre at Mount Washington Alpine Resort.

The new fully adapted community facility will provide groups, disabled people, seniors and youth with improved access to
affordable wilderness and outdoor activities, which federal funding announced Thursday will make possible.

Project activities include facility design, site preparation and construction and interior finishing. This project will be a key resource
for the local sport tourism economy by strengthening the region's ability to attract and host sporting events from the international
community.

"Our vision is to create a fully accessible facility in the high alpine used by athletes, teams, community groups and individuals,"
said Rick Morson, chair, Vancouver Island Mountain Sports Society. "The Mountain Centre will serve as a central training hub
used by sport groups, residents and visitors and will also serve as a staging facility for camps, outdoor education trips, courses
and retreats. This project will be a unique asset and true legacy project for future generations."

John Duncan, MP for Vancouver Island North, on behalf of Lynne Yelich, minister of state for Western Economic Diversification,
announced funding totalling $826,375 to help VIMSS and the Strathcona Wilderness Institute Society strengthen economic
opportunities in the Comox Valley.

"The community support for this project has been extensive and with this new federal funding we can finally fulfill our dream of
finishing the Strathcona Park Wilderness Centre," said Steve Smith, president of the Strathcona Wilderness Institute Society.

"The Centre will be a gateway into Strathcona Park's pristine wilderness and a place to gather information before and after
venturing into the park. It will help attract residents of the Comox Valley and visitors to Strathcona Park and the great recreational
opportunities it offers, regardless of age and physical abilities."

The Recreational Infrastructure Canada (RInC) program will provide $31,375 to the Strathcona Wilderness Institute Society for
completion of construction to the Strathcona Park Wilderness Centre.

This project includes enclosing the basement of a building shell, building wheelchair ramps, a disabled access washroom, a
storage room and a classroom.

Strathcona Provincial Park was designated in 1911 and is the oldest provincial park in British Columbia. Its more than 250,000
hectares attract visitors from across the province

"Our government, through the Economic Action Plan, is providing timely, targeted stimulus to western Canadian communities,
helping reduce the impacts of the global recession," said MP Duncan. "These projects will help maintain local employment, create
jobs and build a stronger foundation for the future."

The Community Adjustment Fund is a two-year, $1-billion investment in local economies throughout Canada to create jobs and
maintain employment in our communities.

The Recreational Infrastructure Canada program will invest $500 million in recreational facilities across Canada over a two-year
period. It will provide a temporary economic stimulus that will help reduce the impacts of the global recession while renewing,
upgrading and expanding recreational infrastructure in Canadian communities.

For more information on the Community Adjustment Fund (CAF) in the West, please visit:
http://www.wd-deo.gc.ca/eng/11269.asp.

For more information on the Recreational Infrastructure Canada program in the West, please visit:
http://www.wd-deo.gc.ca/eng/11264.asp. For information on Canada's Economic Action Plan, please visit www. actionplan.gc.ca.
For more, see Friday's Comox Valley Record.

Copyright 2009 Comox Valley Record
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