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Float plane service takes off from Comox

By Marcel Tetrault
Echo Staff

Downtown Vancouver is now just 45
minutes away.

For an introductory price of $149,
you can get there without the hassle of
ferry or airport line-ups and without
having to deal with a drive from the
airport in Richmond or from the ferry
terminal at Horseshoe Bay.

“This is an exciting day for the Town
of Comox and the Comox Valley,” said
Comox Mayor Jim Brass in a release.
“This service will allow Lower
Mainland residents, visitors and busi-
ness travelers to access all the opportu-
nities the Comox Valley has to offer.”

The initial flight into Comox, on a
deHavilland Beaver with a full load of
six passengers, was greeted by dozens
of local politicians and business peo-
ple.

Brass presented a First Nations print
of the Comox glacier to West Coast Air
president and CEO Rick Baxter and the
passengers were all quite pleased to
receive a complimentary box of Hot
Chocolate chocolates from Comox
Coun. Paul Ives.

Baxter said that his company sees a
lot of potential in the Comox Valley
and he expects the service to be a
popular one — “we’re in it for the long
term,” he said.

“With the diverse industry in the
Comox Valley, we see this as a great
opportunity,” said Baxter.

“It’s a thriving business community
with ... significant development oppor-
tunities — it’s clear that travel time
needs to be minimized. We’re excited
about this new route and linking the
two communities.”

Mike Hawitt of Comox Bay Marina
and Resort, who flew in Tuesday morn-
ing and returned with Baxter on the
1:30 flight, said that the new hotel that
will be built on the waterfront will
definitely take advantage of the new
harbour-to-harbour air service.

“We’re really pleased about having
the float plane service for the hotel,”
said Hawitt, noting they intend to do
their part to attract visitors from
Vancouver.

“Definitely we would put together
packages for weekend romantic get-
aways and fishing trips,” he said.

Three flights will leave the Comox
harbour every weekday at 8:30 a.m.,
1:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. On weekends,
there will be one flight that leaves at
1:30 p.m.

Flights arrive at the harbour at 8:05
a.m., 12:50 p.m. and 5:05 p.m. on
weekdays and at 12:50 p.m. on week-
ends.

Flights cost $149 plus tax each way.
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Friends of the Library’s big
book sale on this weekend

The annual Comox Valley Friends
of the Library sale is jhere.

Volunteers have collected thou-
sands of books, and hundreds of vid-
eos, CD’s and tapes.

Sale times are 9:00 to 5:00 on
Friday and Sat., April 4 and 5, and
10:00 to 2:00 on Sunday, April 6 at the
Comox Recreation Centre.

Everything is priced to sell, chil-
dren’s books are 25 cents, pocket-
books are 50 cents, large paperbacks
$1 and hardcovers $2.

Also back again this year is a sepa-
rate space for specially priced nicer
and unusual items, starting at $4.

West Coast Air president and CEO Rick Baxter (right) greets passenger Mike Hawitt, owner
of the Comox Bay Marina where the plane docks, as the businessmen prepare to lift off in the
company’s deHavilland Beaver for the return flight to Vancouver on Tuesday after arriving on

the inaugural flight earlier that day.

There’s another
glass blower

The glass blower pictured on the
back page of the April 1 issue of the
Echo was mistakenly identified as a
master glass blower from Taiwan.

While there is a master glass blow-
er from Taiwan at Cumberland’s
Taiwanese Lantern Festival this year,
the glass blower pictured in the Echo
last Tuesday was in fact Cumberland
resident Ben Evers.

This weekend is your last chance to
visit the spectacular Lantern Festival
in Cumberland’s CRI Hall. Don’t miss
the Barbie display across the street in
the Cultural Centre.

IRRIGATION
GROW MORE
with LESS WATEB.

Automated Pivot
Irrigation Systems
Provide 85-90%
Water Efficiency

e Drip Irrigation

e |rrigation Reels

¢ Vineyard Equipment

o Pumps (Electric, Diesel, PT0)

e Pipe (Aluminum, PVC, HDPE)

e Sprayers (Custom, Airblast |

e Sprinklers (Nelson, Sime,

Rainbird)

WarerTEec

IRRIGATION LTD.

1-888-675-7999

www.waterteccanada.com

Wanted: Cars
Dead or Alive

Georgia Straight Towingff/
will clean up your yard by
removing unwanted vehicles
free of charge

TRI-DISTRICT
RETIRED TEACHERS'
LUNCH AT
CAMPBELL RIVER

For all retired teachers
from any district. Let's visit
a neighbouring community!

Date: Thursday, April 17
Place: Marine Heritage Centre
Time: 11:00am doors open,
11:30 entertainment, 12:00 lunch,
12:45 tour of the MH Centre
Payment in advance before NOON Wed,
April 8 o Rickson's Menswear or Blue
Heron Books by cheque made
out to Comox Refired Teachers' -,
Assn or EXACT cash inan
envelope with name on it or ‘{
mail fo H. Rollins, 1630
Cedar, Comox, BC,
VOM-2Y5 (339-3279)

On Sunday, April 6th it’s
$2 per bag full of all items.

Thanks to everyone who
donated items to us, we
have now finished collec-
tions for this year. Donations
may still be dropped off for

next year at any Comox
Valley branch of the Library,
but we will not be picking
up any more for this year.

Need further info? Phone
338-2750.
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Dealer# 30578
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"Think like
a wise man

fin'the language ="

of the people!"

- William Butler Yeats
Debbi and Courtnay will listen
when finding your
new home.

JDEBBI WooDs REMIX

& COURTNAY
JACKSON

2230 A Cliffe Ave.,

Courtenay

The very first West Coast Air flight from Vancouver harbour arrives in
the Comox harbour on a beautiful Tuesday morning, the sun glinting off
the Comox glacier in the background.

(Photo by Ross Robinson/Invest Comox Valley)

OPEN DAILY 10:00am - 5: OOp
Annuals e Perennials ® Fruit Trees ® Shrubs * Trees ® Garden Decor
Cedar Furniture ® Mason Bee Houses (ready to hatch)

2940 Lanyon Rd [off Marsden] (250) 702-0450

Laminate Flooring 8.3 mm/25yr.
Free Standard Foam with all Laminate Flooring
- till April 30th

Yes! We’ve got your flooring!

@I—Iome Central Builders’

hardware Locally owned and operated for over 80 years
610 Anderton Ave. Courtenay Tel: 334-4416

Building Centre

I Envoy

COURT BAILIFF SERVICES LTD.
&

BAILIFF COLLECTION SERVICES LTD.
Is pleased to ANNOUNCE the OPENING of Our
Courtenay Branch
The Branch office will be managed by a certified Court Bailiff

Martin Minns
He is available for all your
SUPREME, PROVINCIAL and FEDERAL COURT EXECUTIONS
As well as BAILIFF COLLECTION SERVICES
Which include Debt Collection, Repossession and Retrieval,
Trace Facilities, Disposal of Assets, Process Service,
Accounts Receivable Management and Property Management.

We are delighted to expand our presence in this vibrant
community. Envoy has a good history on Vancouver Island and
we look forward to serving the needs of Northern Vancouver
Island.

For information or General inquiries Contact

Martin Minns
Toll Free 1-866-709- 1257 Cell : 1-250-889-7061
E-mail: martin.minns@envoybailiffs.ca
Or
Head Office: #100 — 4240 Glanford Ave. Victoria BC V8Z 0A1
Phone : 1-250-474-7376
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CANADIAN Introducing an “extraordinary” Bank with... BEST
WESTERN NO VOICE MAIL / NO CALL CENTRES / GREAT RATES / TRUE PERSONAL SERVICE RETY Y
BANK Good people — Great Rates — Excellent Service REPORT ON BUSINESS

Think Western

Tel (250) 334-8888

Why just bank when you can ‘Bank Western'? At Canadian Western Bank, we bank on people — people
who totally take care of the personal banking needs for you and your family. Complete personal banking
at competitive rates you need and the quick personal attention you deserve.

Get to know our people in Courtenay Unit 200 - 470 Puntledge Rd, Courtenay, B.C. VON 3R1

Extraordinary People Don’t
Settle for Ordinary Banking
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Fax (250) 334-1578 Website: www.cwbank.com




